
Our Mandate

In this Province, the House of Assembly has assured this independence by
appointing the Auditor General for a 10 year non-renewable term as an
Officer of the House of Assembly, with removal permitted only for cause
or incapacity. As well, the provides the Auditor
General with immunity from legal action.

Being an Officer of the House of Assembly means being, above all,
responsive to the Assembly's interests and wishes. This position as the
Assemblies' Officer, combined with the responsibility to audit the whole
of Government, is what sets Legislative Auditors apart from other audit
professionals working in the public sector.

The Auditor General is the only official channel through which the House
of Assembly is regularly and consistently kept informed of Government's
stewardship of public funds.

The House of Assembly has granted the Auditor General a “whole-of
government” mandate, covering organizations as diverse as Government
departments, agencies, commissions, boards and Crown corporations. In
this way, the House of Assembly is assured of receiving the Auditor
General's conclusions and recommendations for the entire Government
entity, regardless of whether or not the executive branch of Government
has hired a private sector auditor to audit a specific organization or
program of Government.

Legislative Auditors in Canada meet their auditing objectives by
examining a very broad range of issues. These issues are not necessarily
the same ones encountered in the private sector, mainly because of the
basic differences between organizations in the private sector and those in
government. For example, because government organizations have
public policy objectives, the results of their operations cannot be assessed
based solely on their financial statements.

Recognizing this distinction, Legislative Assemblies have broadened the
scope of the work that Legislative Auditors may do to obtain the
information they need to hold government accountable. This information
focuses on the financial, operational and compliance with authorities
performance of government organizations.
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